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Condensed versions 

"This is a very impressive work! … At last there is a comprehensive book on the tricky issue of 

accurately measuring the weather. This timely publication is a must for anyone in the market for a 

weather station, libraries, and weather observers of all stripes, both amateur and professional." 

Christopher C. Burt (no relation to Stephen), Weather Historian, Wunderground, Inc. and author of 

Extreme Weather: A Guide and Record Book 

 

“With this marvelous book, Stephen Burt has given us a very practical and helpful guide to installing 

and using one’s own reporting station. The Weather Observer’s Handbook is an ideal companion to 

the practice of monitoring the atmosphere.” 

Robert Henson, author of The Rough Guide to Weather and The Rough Guide to Climate Change 

 

“We have many amateur members and schools in our Society and I'm often asked if I can recommend 

a good book to help them in their observing exploits: well now I can. … If you have an interest in 

observing the weather then this book is as essential as your observing equipment.” 

Professor Paul Hardaker, Chief Executive of the Royal Meteorological Society 

 

“I like this book very much. I am a lifelong weather observer and user of weather data both as an 

amateur and a career professional - spanning the years from manual-only to globally-networked 

automated observing systems. This book answers so many of the questions I have had over the 

decades and the many questions I continue to field - from fresh beginners, to experienced amateurs 

and on to a wide range of professionals. At last I have a single book that I can point people to. It is 

comprehensive and scientifically rigorous - yet very readable. Thank you, Stephen - well done.” 

Nolan Doesken, Colorado State Climatologist, former President of the American Association 

of State Climatologists, and founder of the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow 

network 
 

 

Full versions 

"This is a very impressive work! Stephen has done a great job of addressing many issues that I have 

personally wondered about. At last there is a comprehensive book on the tricky issue of accurately 

measuring the weather. This timely publication is a must for anyone in the market for a weather 

station, libraries, and weather observers of all stripes, both amateur and professional." 

Christopher C. Burt (no relation to Stephen), Weather Historian, Wunderground, Inc. and author of 

Extreme Weather: A Guide and Record Book 

 

“Sophisticated equipment for weather observing is now within reach of more people than ever. Yet a 

poorly sited station or a wrongly interpreted report can do more harm than good. With this marvelous 

book, Stephen Burt has given us a very practical and helpful guide to installing and using one’s own 



reporting station, enhanced with perspective drawn from the centuries-long history of meteorological 

instrumentation. The Weather Observer’s Handbook is an ideal companion to the practice of 

monitoring the atmosphere.” 

Robert Henson, author of The Rough Guide to Weather and The Rough Guide to Climate Change 

 

“People have been making observations of the weather for thousands of years, and observations 

remain central to our capabilities to forecast the weather and predict the changing climate. But it's not 

just professional meteorologists who make weather observations: there are literally millions of 

amateur observers across the world making observations every minute of every day. In meteorology, 

as well as in other science disciplines, amateur observers (I include all non-professional 

meteorologists in this) have always played a crucial part in supporting well-established national 

observations programmes and in making a very valued contribution to our scientific understanding. 

 

We have many amateur members and schools in our Society and I'm often asked if I can recommend a 

good book to help them in their observing exploits: well now I can. This is the first comprehensive 

book of its type that I know of that offers a practical guide to anyone with an interest in making 

observations of the weather. It's not only an essential practical handbook, but it showcases the wide 

range of observations that can now be made with relative ease, and, importantly I think, it helps to 

enthuse others to follow their interest. If you have an interest in observing the weather then this book 

is as essential as your observing equipment.” 

Professor Paul Hardaker, Chief Executive of the Royal Meteorological Society 

 

“I like this book very much. I am a lifelong weather observer and user of weather data both as an 

amateur and a career professional - spanning the years from manual-only to globally-networked 

automated observing systems. This book answers so many of the questions I have had over the 

decades and the many questions I continue to field - from fresh beginners, to experienced amateurs 

and on to a wide range of professionals. At last I have a single book that I can point people to. It is 

comprehensive and scientifically rigorous - yet very readable. Thank you, Stephen - well done.” 

 

Nolan Doesken, Colorado State Climatologist, former President of the American Association 

of State Climatologists, and founder of the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow 

network 
 

 

 


